	Parents and Children

Many people assume that if we only love enough, love will triumph and everything will turn out well. Experience shows this isn't true. Sometimes parents must watch helplessly as their children, although deeply loved, turn out differently than they hoped, perhaps becoming ill or addicted to drugs or tragically committing suicide. Such experiences show that, in addition to love, something else is necessary for love to succeed. What love requires is that we understand and follow the hidden Orders of Love.

Taking life as it is given

A child IS its parents. Love, if it is to succeed, requires that a child affirms its parents as they are, without fear and without imagining it could have different parents. After all, different parents would have had different children. Our parents are the only possible ones for us. Imagining anything else to be possible is an illusion.

Taking what parents additionally give

In addition to giving us life, our parents also give us other things. They feed us, raise us, care for us, and much more. It works well when children take what they are given, as it is given. As a rule, children get enough when they willing accept what they are offered. 

Child sized

Children who feel entitled to inherit their parents' wealth, and are disappointed when they don't, damage love. If they inherit wealth, then love is well served when they treat it purely as a gift.

Reciprocity

Between parents and children, reciprocity in giving and taking is achieved by giving on to others what has been taken. It makes parents very happy when children say, "I take everything you give, and when I'm big, I'll pass it on." 

The extended family

We belong not only to our parents, but also to our extended family, to a larger system. Our family system behaves as if it were controlled by a higher function which all members share in common. We can compare this to a flock of birds. Suddenly all the birds fly off in a new direction, as if the individual birds were moved in common by the flock's decision. In a family system, this higher order group function acts like a shared, family conscience. This common conscience is primarily unconscious, and we can recognize the orders it serves by what happens when we obey it or violate its requirements.

The right to membership

A fundamental principle applies to a family system which determines that all members have an equal right to belong. In many families and clans, certain members have been excluded, an uncle perhaps, who was the black sheep of the family, or an illegitimate child no one talked about.

Excluded members are represented

The fundamental dynamic in family systems that all members have an equal right to belong does not tolerate injury. Whenever someone in a family system is excluded, a need arises in the system for compensation. This compensatory dynamic leads to the excluded or disdained member being represented by a younger family member who is unaware of and helpless against the identification.

and causes injustice for the younger.

Resolution

Younger family members can be released from such entanglements when the fundamental order is re-established, when the excluded members are taken into the family again and given due respect. 

Magical belief systems and their consequences

Behind the need for reciprocity which causes illness, a magical belief system works its mischief. Namely, that we can release those we love from their suffering and misfortune when we take it upon ourselves. Anorexia often has this dynamic. 




